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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-188
Sponsor: Council Member Bishop
Date of Introduction: February 24, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: February 26, 2009
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 656 – Zoning Code – to revise the regulations relating to handicapped accessible parking to provide that such accessible spaces shall be counted toward the calculation of the number of spaces required to determine compliance with the minimum off-street parking requirements of the Zoning Code.  Currently required handicapped accessible spaces are not counted toward meeting the minimum required parking standard.  The amendment also changes the terminology of the section from “handicapped” to “disabled” persons.
Background Information: Council Member Bishop’s research indicates that Jacksonville is one of the few, if any, jurisdictions in Florida that does not count handicapped accessible parking spaces toward a development’s overall minimum off-street parking requirement.  The Planning and Development Department was planning to recommend this change in their upcoming comprehensive re-write of the Zoning Code.  Counting the disabled-accessible spaces toward the overall parking requirement will slightly reduce the amount of impervious area required for parking and thereby slightly reduce the amount of stormwater runoff that must be mitigated.
Policy Impact Area: Off-street parking requirements
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined; will reduce slightly the number of off-street parking spaces required to be provided by developers, thus reducing the cost of parking lot construction.
Analyst: Clements
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